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Lad been summoned. The latter attended with no little
apprehension, for he had still been unsuccessful in getting
into touch with LudendorfE, who was in ignorance of what
had passed between Hoffmann and the Emperor.

Wilhelm II opened the Council by laying the map
before them.

" Gentlemen ", he said, " you will find on this map
the future frontier between Poland and Prussia, as I, in
my capacity of All-Highest War Lord, consider that it
should be drawn." He then added : " I base my conclusion
on the judgement of an excellent and competent expert,
namely, that of General Hoffmann, who is here ".

For a moment there was silence, and then Ludendorff,
his voice hoarse with anger, all self-control abandoned,
shouted at the Emperor that he had no right to ask the
opinion of a General over his (Ludendorff's) head. In no
circumstances could the line drawn by the Emperor be
considered as final. The Supreme Command would have to
consider the matter further.

" We must certainly think this matter over carefully ",
muttered Hindenburg in approval.

For a moment the Emperor hesitated in indecision.
Should he assert himself and provoke a joint resignation ?
The Council sat about him, disturbed and uncomfortable.
Finally he temporized.

" I will await your report ", he said, and brought the
painful scene to a close.

It was a repetition of the scene at Kreuznach in
December. Nothing had been settled definitely or decisively.
Kuhlmann had only obtained the Imperial approval for
his policy so far and authorization to proceed along the
same lines. He was still anxious to secure the separation of
the border States by means of self-determination rather
than open annexation; but the whole conduct of the
negotiations had been jeopardized by the attitude of
Ludendorff and Hindenburg.